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to be water sensitive



Sustainable rainwater management is 
brilliant



Reduces flooding.

Reduces combined sewer overflows (CSOs).

Cleans & cools runoff to protect streams, rivers and seas.

Replenishes aquifers, interflow and base flow diluting the effects of 
urban pollution and keeping rivers healthy.

Improves water and food security.

Reduces the urban heat island effect.

Improves air quality.

Supports sustainable building energy use.

Generates a sense of place, amenity value, health & wellbeing.

Promotes increased biodiversity.



It’s a no brainer!
It’s so effective, cost-effective and brings so many 
additional benefits that we should consider nature-
based approaches to rainwater management 
whenever we plan to amend the urban fabric

We should also seek opportunities to retrofit 
throughout our urban landscapes

”how can the urban fabric work 
harder for rainwater?”



Urban Natural Flood Management



Oxleas Ancient Woodland



Clothworker’s Wood, Greenwich



Glenbrook Wetland Treatment System





Glenbrook Wetland Treatment System



Glenbrook Wetland Treatment System

6 carefully integrated wetland basins =

40% decrease in total nitrogen

50% decrease in nitrate

20% decrease in phosphate

70% decrease on coliforms



Rectory Gardens RainparkRectory Gardens Rainpark



Rectory Gardens Rainpark



Rectory Gardens Rainpark



Rectory Gardens Rainpark



Priory Road Rainmeadow



Priory Road Rainmeadow



Priory Road Rainmeadow



Priory Road Rainmeadow



Renfrew Close - before



Renfrew Close Community Raingardens



Renfrew Close Community Raingardens



Holland Park retrofit SuDS



Holland Park retrofit SuDS



Holland Park retrofit SuDS



Bromsgrove Civic Centre



Bewdley School Science Block



Bewdley School Science Block



Measham Leisure Centre - before



Measham Leisure Centre Raingardens



Springhill Cohousing



Springhill Cohousing



Stamford Housing (106 units/ha)



Sheffield Grey to Green



Goldhawk Rd SuDS Tree TrenchesGoldhawk Rd SuDS Tree Trenches



Goldhawk Rd SuDS Tree Trenches



White Hart Lane



Springhill CohousingWhite Hart Lane Bioretention Raingardens



Springhill CohousingWhite Hart Lane Bioretention Raingardens



Camley Street, Camden



Camley Street, Camden



Camley Street, Camden



Green walls



Barbican green roof [Nigel Dunnett]



’blue’ or

‘blue-green’ roof
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